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that our fire obliged the enemy for the most part to quit their entrenchments and
retire further into the woods, it was judged by Major Gardiner and myself, that
an early assault next morning just before the dawn of day might be attended with
immediate success, and though not complete would gain us a lodgement within
the works, from whence the fort might with ease be battered.

This being determined, and Captain Lane's corps of grenadiers already at the
battery, at 10 o'clock at night the following orders were issued:

" The native grenadiers of the line with the 1st battalion of the 19th, 2d
" battalions of the 30th and 35th regiments, to assemble at the southernmost bat-
"tery at 12 o'clock to night. Major Roberts to command this detachment, and
" regulate it as he shall judge necessary for the attack of the town a little be-
" fore break of day to morrow morning. The remaining corps of the line to
" close the centre (leaving their quarter and rear guards standing) as soon as
" the above detachment marches off, and there lay on their arms. The piquets
<e of the battalion ordered for the attack to be relieved immediately by the re-
ctf maining battalions. Major Balfour to relieve Major Roberts immediately, and
" Major Roberts to wait on the commanding officer for his further instructions."

Major Roberts agreeable to orders began the attack just before the first dawn.
At the same time a heavy fire was kept up by Captain Hill from Major Gardi-
ner's southernmost battery, which secured the jungles to the left of the attack, and
added to that panic which seized the enemy immediately on the entrance of the
grenadiers, who with the rest of the troop rushed on and soon made the victory
complete.

While those successful approaches were making on the town, a party of the
enemy sallied from behind the hill in the rear of the battery with two small guns
in hopes that by employing our attention that way the assault on the town would
be disturbed; but they were soon routed by the cool intrepidity of a sergeant and
one company of Sepoys. Foiled here, they moved round the hills till they came
round the left of our encampment, where they seemed to meditate an attack.
On their motions being observed, the European grenadiers and light infantry were
ordered, if possible, to throw themselves in the rear and cut them off. This mea-
sure was too soon noticed by the enemy, who immediately ran away in great
confusion.

By this time Major Roberts had driven the enemy from the town and every
post; so that they had now nothing left, but to move with their baggage and
cannon without the place towards Ramnagur, which they effected as to the
object; but the only piece of ordnance they had saved from the town was taken
by Lieut, Hamilton, who had advice and was long in pursuit of it; for they

had